God'sPlan for Your Life: Finding Peacein His
Purpose

Have you ever wondered if God's plan for your lifeisreally good? Many of us create our own plans and
invite God to bless them, rather than seeking His divine purpose. But what if His plan is actually better
than anything we could design for ourselves?

When God Disrupts Our Plans

Sometimes God calls us to something unexpected. This happened to me when, after 15 years of
comfortable Christian living with a good job and stable income, Pastor Jesse approached me about
full-time ministry. My immediate response was "no" - everything in my life was going well, why change?

But when | prayed about it, God gave me clear confirmation through Haggai 2:8-9: "The silver is mine and
the gold is mine, declares the Lord Almighty. The glory of the present house will be greater than the glory
of the former house, and in this place | will grant peace.”

God was addressing my financial concerns directly, and when my wife independently received similar
confirmation, we knew we had to follow His plan rather than our own.

What Does God's Plan for Us Really Mean?

We often misinterpret Jeremiah 29:11: "For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

From aworldly perspective, we think this means material prosperity and an easy life. But the Hebrew word
for "prosper” hereisactually "shalom™" - meaning peace. God's primary concern is our spiritual well-being,
not our material comfort.

The New King James Version makes this clearer: "I know the thoughts that | think toward you, says the
Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you afuture and a hope.”

Why Does Life Still Feel Hard When Following God?

Even when we follow God's plan, we still face challenges. These difficulties come from three main
SOurces:

1. The Enemy's Attack

Satan's ultimate desire is to hurt God, but since he can't hurt God directly, he attacks those God loves - us.
WEe're collateral damage in a spiritual war. Ephesians 6:12 reminds us that "we struggle not against flesh
and blood, but against rulers, against authorities, against the powers of this dark world."

Even when doing God's work, we face opposition. Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 2:18 that " Satan blocked
our way" when trying to visit the church. Our prayers can be delayed by spiritual warfare, as Daniel
experienced when an angel was hindered from reaching him.

2. TheFallen World



Genesis 6:12 tellsusthat "all of the earth was corrupted through Adam's sin." We live in a broken world
where bad things happen - not always because of spiritual warfare, but simply because creation is fallen.

Matthew 5:45 reminds us that God " causes the sun to rise on evil and the good and sends the rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous.” We all live in the same corrupt world, but through Christ, we can have
peace that surpasses understanding.

3. TheBdliever's Testing

Sometimes God allows testing to strengthen our faith. Just as muscles grow stronger through stress, our
faith grows through trials. James 1:2-4 tells us to "consider it pure joy when you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.”

God uses these tests to help us mature spiritually. Like afather teaching a child to walk by gradually
letting go of their hand but staying close to catch them, God allows us to make decisions while remaining
near to support us when we stumble.

What |s God's Intention for Our Future?

God's plan for usincludes:

Salvation
First and foremost, God wants us to be saved. John 3:16-17 reminds us that "God did not send His Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him."

Spiritual Thriving
God wants us to bear spiritua fruit. John 15:5 says, "I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remainin
me and | in you, you will bear much fruit.”

Even our past mistakes and negative experiences can be redeemed by God and used for His kingdom. The
sanctification process isn't punishment but preparation for serving Him here and living eternally with Him.

Community
We're designed to be part of abody of believers. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 compares the church to a body
with many parts, each serving different functions but forming one whole.

The early Christians "devoted themselves to fellowship, breaking bread and prayer” (Acts 2:42). While you
can certainly meet God in nature, there's irreplaceable value in gathering with other believers who can
celebrate with you in good times and support you in difficult seasons.

Ministry

God has commissioned each of us to share the gospel. For some, this means ministering to family, friends,
and coworkers. For others, it means local or international missions. Some are even called to full-time
ministry.

Life Application

God's plan for your lifeistruly good - not because it promises an easy path, but because it offers peacein
the midst of life's challenges and leads to eternal fulfillment.

Thisweek, | challenge you to surrender your plans to God and seek His purpose instead. Here are some
guestions to reflect on:



1. Inwhat areas of my lifeam | still following my own plan rather than seeking God's?

2. How might God be using my current challenges to mature my faith?

3. What past experiences or skills do | have that God might want to redeem for His purposes?

4. Am | actively participating in Christian community, or am | trying to follow God in isolation?

5. How is God calling me to minister to others with the gifts and experiences He's given me?

Remember, God's plan for you was established before you were born. It may not be the easiest path, but it
offers something better than ease - it offers His peace and the joy of participating in His eternal purpose.



